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February 24, 2016.

WARNING: There is a website entitled WhichCandidate.ie. It is a joint venture by the University of Limerick and the Limerick Leader. In many cases it gives Fianna Fáil candidates as accepting the permissive status quo, and not having any position on whether the 8th Amendment should be put to Referendum or not. In many cases, the candidates themselves have told our contacts in various Constituencies that they are definitely opposed to removal of the 8th Amendment. If you have evidence personally of a candidate in your own Constituency who is really pro-abortion while claiming to be pro-life, please let us know. According to WhichCandidate.ie, most Fine Gael candidates favour the status quo, but have no stance on whether the 8th [or Pro-Life] Amendment should be put to Referendum.
	Please remember that the approach of ADFAM is that of damage limitation. We are not claiming that any one of the candidates we mention is perfect in every regard. 


How Can I Limit the Damage in the General Election?

The following is an informative guide derived from various sources on the positions of the various candidates on retention or rejection of the 8th [or Pro-Life] Amendment.
As far as we know, only one TD in the outgoing Dáil expressed any opposition to same-sex ‘marriage’, namely Mattie McGrath, Independent for Tipperary. There have been several issues to do with the right to life, man-to-woman marriage, adoption by non-married couples and same-sex pairs, gender identity, and issues to do with euthanasia and assisted suicide, over the last 3 years especially, and very few, if any, outgoing TDs expressed a position that is the orthododox Catholic one. So the following guide refers only to the issue of the 8th Amendment. Many of you will be able to identify the candidates running who are pro-man-to-woman marriage.
There are some persons on this list who have campaigned actively for same-sex ‘marriage’, and who have facilitated organizations such the Rape Crisis Centre, an organization that has been associated with efforts to liberalize the law on abortion over the years. It has been reported to us that people who are pro-life, but pro-man-to-woman-marriage, have come under pressure in this campaign to campaign in this General Election for candidates on this list who campaigned strongly in favour of same-sex ‘marriage’. There are issues coming down the line such as surrogacy, and assisted human reproduction. Outgoing Minister for Health, Dr Leo Varadkar, has expressed his intention, if returned, to introduce legislation favouring surrogacy, and the public funding of in vitro fertilization. In vitro fertilization on a regular basis involves wastage of 96% of the human embryos involved, and that wastage has been described by the Vatican in Dignitas Personae (2008) as ‘abortions’ [§16]. ADFAM in no way endorses any of these grossly immoral practices. 
This guide is given only in an attempt to help the voter to limit the damage, as much as possible, on the specific issue of the 8th Amendment. In his encyclical Evangelium Vitae (1995), §73, Pope John Paul II addressed the question of whether a politician may attempt to limit the damage of noxious legislation, when it is not possible to overturn it completely. His Holiness illustrated his teaching by reference to the issue of abortion:
In a case like the one just mentioned, when it is not possible to overturn or completely abrogate a pro-abortion law, an elected official, whose absolute personal opposition to procured abortion was well known, could licitly support proposals aimed at limiting the harm done by such a law and at lessening its negative consequences at the level of general opinion and public morality. This does not in fact represent an illicit cooperation with an unjust law, but rather a legitimate and proper attempt to limit its evil aspects. 
In a relatively democratic state such as the Republic of Ireland, every voter, and not just every TD or Senator, can find himself/herself in a position where it may be possible to limit the damage of some legislation, already in force, or legislation expected. We understand Evangelium Vitae [§73] as applicable to the ordinary voter at election time also, and it is in that spirit that we offer the following guide.
The position is this. 4 political parties allow a free vote on the abortion issue: Fianna Fáil, Renua, Fine Gael, and the Green Party. The Green Party have only one candidate who favours retention of the 8th [or Pro-Life] Amendment, Sinéad Moore running in the Laois Constituency. 
If you live in a Constituency where there is no candidate who supports retention of the 8th Amendment, we advise that you use your proportional representation vote by voting for those parties, in the following order, who allow a free vote: Fianna Fáil, Renua, Fine Gael, the Green Party. 
The proportional representation system, in a sense, allows us to vote against certain candidates. In a 3-seat Constituency, those to whom you give your 4th vote, and lower, are less likely to get elected; in a 4-seat Constituency, those to whom your give your 5th vote, and  lower, are less likely to get elected; in a 5-seat Constituency those to whom you give your 6th vote, and lower, are less likely to get elected. 
In the case of Fianna Fáil and Fine Gael candidates who haven’t declared their position on the 8th [or Pro-Life] Amendment, it may be an indication of where they stand, if they didn’t campaign actively in favour of same-sex ‘marriage’ in the Constituency, although their party backed it officially. The dash in the guide below –––– indicates, as far as we know, that no person from that party, or no Independent, has declared publicly his/her position in the relevant Constituency. The list, as far as we can ascertain, is accurate, as from February 12, 2016. 
In some cases, candidates not only voted against the Protection of Life During Pregnancy Bill 2013, but have, since the announcement of this General Election, declared themselves in favour of the retention of the 8th [or Pro-Life] Amendment.


Independent Candidates, and some others, in Favour of Retaining
the 8th [or Pro-Life] Amendment

Connacht/Ulster
Cavan/Monaghan Mary Smyth, John Wilson; Donegal Tim Jackson; Galway East Sean Canney, Michael Fahy; Galway West Fidelma Healy Eames; Mayo Peter Jordan, Gerry O’Boyle, George O’Malley; Roscommon/Galway Denis Naughten, Michael Fitzmaurice; Sligo/Leitrim Bernie O’Hara, Des Guckian.

Leinster
Carlow/Kilkenny Paddy Manning; Kildare North Michael Beirne ; Kildare South –––––– ; Laois –––––– ; Offaly Kate Bopp; Longford/Westmeath Noel McKervey [Catholic Democrats], Peter Burke [Fine Gael]; Louth David Bradley; Meath East Sharon Keogan; Meath West John Malone; Wexford Ger Carthy; Wicklow Joe Behan.

Munster
Clare ––––– ; Cork East ––––– ; Cork North Central Ger Keohane; Cork South Central Elizabeth Hourihane; Cork South-West Theresa Heaney [Catholic Democrats], Michael Collins; Cork North-West John Paul O’Shea, Diarmuid O’Flynn; Kerry Michael Healy-Rae, Mary E. Fitzgibbon, Henry Gaynor, Danny Healy-Rae; Limerick City Nora Bennis [Catholic Democrats]; Desmond Hayes; Limerick County Emmet O’Brien, Richard O’Donoghue, John O’Gorman; Tipperary Mattie McGrath; Waterford John Walsh.

Dublin
Dublin Bay North Terence Flanagan [Renua]; Paul Clarke, Proinsias Ó Conaráin;  Dublin Bay South ––––– ; Dublin Central ––––––– ; Dublin Fingal (North) ––––– ; Dublin North-West ––– ; Dublin Rathdown ––––– ; Dublin South Central Neville Bradley [Direct Democracy Ireland/NCM]; Dublin South-West Kieran Adam Quigley Declan Burke [apparently favours holding a referendum, but would vote to retain the 8th Amendment]; Ronan McMahon [Renua]; Dublin West ––– ; Dún Laoghaire ––––– ; Dublin Mid-West ––––– .

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Fianna Fáil Dáil Candidates who have declared in Favour of Retaining
the 8th [or Pro-Life] Amendment

Connacht/Ulster
Cavan/Monaghan Brendan Smith, Mike Durkan, Niamh Smyth; Donegal Pat ‘the Cope’ Gallagher, Charlie McConalogue; Galway East Colm Keaveney, Anna Rabbitte; Galway West Éamon Ó Cuív, Mary Hoade, John Connolly; Mayo ––––– ; Roscommon/Galway Eugene Murphy; Sligo‑Leitrim Éamon Scanlon, Marc McSharry. 

Leinster
Carlow/Kilkenny ––––– ; Kilare North James Lawless, Frank O’Rourke; Kildare South ––––– ; Laois ––––– ; Offaly ––––– ; Longford/Westmeath ––––– ; Louth Declan Breathnach; Meath East –––– ; Meath West Shane Cassells; Wexford James Browne; Wicklow Pat Casey.

Munster
Clare Michael McDonagh; Cork East Barbara Allen, Kevin O’Keeffe; Cork North Central –––– ; Cork South Central –––– ; Cork South-West –––– ; Cork North West Aindrias Moynihan; Kerry –––– ; Limerick City ––––– ; Limerick County –––––– ; Tipperary Jackie Cahill; Waterford –––––– . 

Dublin 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Dublin Bay North Seán Haughey, Deirdre Heney; Dublin Bay South –––––– ; Dublin Central –––; Dublin Fingal (North) Darragh O’Brien; Dublin North-West Paul McAuliffe;  Dublin Rathdown –––– ; Dublin South Central ––––– ; Dublin South-West –––– ; Dublin West –––– Jack Chambers; Dún Laoghaire Cormac Devlin; Dublin Mid-West John Curran.

Fianna Fáil Dáil candidates who voted against
the Protection of Life During Pregnancy Bill 2013

Connacht/Ulster
Cavan/Monaghan Brendan Smith; Donegal Charlie McConalogue; Galway East Colm Keaveney; Galway West Éamon Ó Cuív; Mayo Dara Calleary; Roscommon/Galway ––– ; Sligo/Leitrim Senator Mark McSharry. 

Leinster
Carlow/Kilkenny John McGuinness [but is not committed to retaining the 8th Amendment]; Kildare North ––––– ; Kildare South Seán Ó Fearghaíl; Laois Seán Fleming; Offaly ––––– ; Longford/Westmeath Robert Troy [but favours abortion of babies with life-limiting conditions]; Louth –––– ; Meath East ––––– ; Meath West –––– ; Wexford –––– ; Wicklow ––––– .



Munster
Clare ––––– ; Cork East ––––– ; Cork North Central ––––– ; Cork South Central Michael McGrath;  Cork South West ––––– ; Cork North-West Michael Moynihan;
Kerry ––––– ; Limerick City Willie O’Dea; Limerick County ––––– ; Tipperary ––––– ; Waterford –––––––– .

Dublin 
Dublin Bay North ––––– ; Dublin Bay South ––––––– ; Dublin Central –––––––
Dublin Fingal (North) Darragh O’Brien; Dublin North-West –––––– ; Dublin Rathdown ––––– ; Dublin South Central –––––– ; Dublin South-West –––––– ;
Dublin West –––––– ; Dún Laoghaire ––––––– ; Dublin Mid-West ––––– .


Fianna Fáil candidates who voted in favour of the Protection of Life During Pregnancy Bill 2013
Offaly Barry Cowan; Clare Timmy Dooley; Limerick County Niall Collins; Cork North Central Billy Kelleher; Cork South Central Micheál Martin; Dublin Rathdown Senator Mary White.


Fianna Fáil candidates who are against retaining 
the 8th [or Pro-Life] Amendment/ or have declared in favour of Abortion 
in certain circumstances, or reported to have done such
Mayo Lisa Chambers;  Longford/Westmeath Robert Troy; Wexford Malcolm Byrne, Aoife Byrne; Kerry Norma Moriarty; Limerick City Willie O’Dea [the WhichCandidate website has him in favour of abortion in certain circumstances; neither the Pro-Life Campaign nor Life Institute agree with that account]; Dublin Bay South Jim O’Callaghan; Dublin Fingal (North) Lorraine Clifford Lea; Dublin South Central Catherine Ardagh.


TDs/Senators who were expelled from Fine Gael for voting against
the Protection of Life During Pregnancy Bill 2013 and are running 
in this General Election
Galway West Senator Fidelma Healy Eames [Independent]; Wicklow Billy Timmins [Renua]; Cork East Senator Paul Bradford [Renua]; Dublin Bay North Terence Flanagan [Renua]; Dublin Bay South Lucinda Creighton [Renua]; Dublin Rathdown Peter Mathews [Independent].


Renua Candidates who haven’t run previously and who have declared in favour of the 8th [or Pro-Life] Amendment

Galway West Nicola Davoren; Mayo Michael Farrington; Sligo/Leitrim Finbarr Filan; Louth Michael O’Dowd; Cork East Senator Paul Bradford; Cork North Central Paddy O’Leary; Cork North-West Jason Fitzgerald; Dublin Central –––––; Dublin South-West Ronan McMahon; Dublin West Jo O’Brien.

Renua Candidates who are opposed to the 8th [or Pro-Life] Amendment
Kildare South Mary Kennedy; Cork South Central Ciaran Kenneally; Kerry Donal Corcoran; Dublin South Central Michael Gargan; Dún Laoghaire Frank Cronin.

Green Party
The Green Party is in favour of repealing the 8th [or Pro-Life Amendment], but they allow a free vote on such issues. Only one Green Party candidate has declared in favour of the 8th [or Pro-Life] Amendment: Laois Sinéad Moore.

Sinn Féin
Sinn Féin is in favour of repealing the 8th [or Pro-Life] Amendment, and they don’t allow a free vote on such issues. One of their candidates voted against the Protection of Life During Pregnancy Bill 2013, Peadar Tóibín of Meath West, and he was expelled from Sinn Féin for 6 months.

Independents
Noel Grealish in Galway West voted against Second Stage of the Protection of Life During Pregnancy Bill 2013. Michael Lowry of Tipperary voted agains the Protection of Life During Pregnancy Bill 2013. 
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